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SUBJECT: Minister Strauss on German Security Policy. 



in a lecture on the "Security Policy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in the Atomic Age". given. by Befense lister FT«»^osef Straus 
on July 29 to. a. University of Bonn audience;,..** prophesied that ^g/big 
nuclear bomb renders the ,big war ..unlikely, • ;In ..pointing out thaj hargy, 
anyone today would be so.:insahe as ^BtartA^JMioaB^ ,war i: .wWch would; 
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■■ Strauss told ;his Univer ; sity"au&^ 
could no longer be thought of solely in'terms -ja : W^^^^-^ ;•; 
invasion, inasmuch as one modern' supersonic aircraft -with 25. high-yield -; 
nuclear bombs could bring life in the territory of the Federal Republic 
to an end. While on the subject of atomic weapons he expressed his hope 
that the circle of A-bomb possessors would remain limited. He stated 
that if the government, which would probably next profess to join the 
"Atoms Club« (obviously referring to France), would voluntarily renounce 
such weapons, such an act might bring strong moral pressure to beacon 
other would-be atomic power aspirants and thus make a contribution to a 
better climate for disarmament negotiations. 
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He discussed German neutrality both in terms of political and 
military connotations. He stated that a unilateral declaration of 
neutrality on the part of Germany would be to no avail without the proper 
"eeographical prerequisites" r In this connection the Minister mentioned 
Belgiumf whose neutrality was twice disregarded by Germany, and stated ,. 
that the Austrians now admit they cannot remain neutral without the 
countries next to them also being neutral. He added that "disengagement" 
might either be good or bad depending on its nature, but that real dangers 
might be created if a vacuum were established in Central Eufrope.. He, added 
that the Zonal Border between East .and/WestOGermany was today ^jjofts 
quiet than many other borders in the world. T^"- 1 '' - 
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CanffitfT: (CONFIDEMTIAL) ( . . 

The afcove speech was given coverage only in the Bonn "Generdfr* 
anzeiger" and the Embassy believes it is interesting in several rgpegs. 
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more traditional terms. as well as.dnvasijm. 
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